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(1)Introduction  

 
 

The Lemhi County Cooperative Weed Management Area (LCWMA) was developed in 2001 to 

address noxious weed issues affecting Federal, State and private land while erasing property 

boundaries.  

 

The goal of the Lemhi CWMA is to bring together individuals, agencies and organizations 

responsible for and interested in invasive plant species to coordinate management activities 

throughout Lemhi County.  The primary purpose of the Lemhi CWMA is to promote efficient and 

effective integrated weed management. The Lemhi CWMA emphasizes all aspects of integrated 

weed management, including education, prevention, early detection, inventory, various treatment 

methods, monitoring and re-vegetation projects.   

 

The Lemhi CWMA lies within the boundaries of Lemhi County with the exception of those portions 

of Lemhi County within the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness, the Birch Creek and 

Little Lost River drainages.   Refer to the map of Lemhi CWMA boundaries in Appendix B. 

 

Major weeds of concern within the CWMA are broken into two categories consisting of new 

invaders (currently managed as eradication); Puncturevine, Orange Hawkweed, Salt Cedar, Scotch 

thistle, Perennial pepperweed, Knotweed and established invaders (currently managed as control all 

identified known sites); Rush Skeletonweed, Houndstongue. These weed species have the ability to 

invade large portions of the CWMA and cause severe economic downfalls in regard to agriculture 

and the tourism industry, in addition to a degraded ecosystem for the abundant wildlife distribution 

located within the CWMA. We are also extremely excited to add an additional category this year 

consisting of eradicated species throughout the CWMA. Species fitting within the category are 

required to have been absent for a minimum of 5 years and consist of the following; Purple 

loosestrife, Dyers woad and Yellow starthistle. We did however find one Orange Hawkweed this 

year along 4
th
 of July Creek, this plant was pulled, bagged, chemically treated, and disposed of prior 

to seed set. The site will be monitored for two years to ensure no other seeds are present. Maps of all 

projects can be found in an electronic format submitted with this report. 

 

 

(2A-C)Summary of Year 2013 Projects 

 
PPrr iioorr ii ttyy  11  ((CCii tt iizzeennss  AAggaaiinnsstt   WWeeeeddss))  
 

This priority is a combination of three projects with the same underlying concept and therefore 

grouped together as Citizens Against Weeds with the sub-categories of (Cost Share, Equipment 

Loaner and Spray Days).  The goal is to encourage private landowners to become involved with 

noxious weed management and become educated in the methods of control. This consists of 

calibration, identification and herbicide usage, in addition to potential biological or mechanical 

control. The final outcome of the program is to help landowners get a handle on weed problems so 

that they can manage their property in the future.  
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The cost share program is run by reimbursing private landowners 50% of herbicide costs up to 

$150 of the total purchase. All herbicide applications are required to be used on Idaho State 

noxious weed species and a completed record prior to reimbursement. All applications were 

made on private land within the Lemhi CWMA during the growing season of 2013. This 

program is crucial in helping private landowners control any listed noxious weeds thus reducing 

the spread and impact.  

This is the twelfth year for the program and it is still very successful in that for every $1.00 of 

CWMA money spent on herbicide, the landowners contributed $1.92 of their own money. In 

addition $11,693.75 of in-kind value was generated bringing the total in-kind and cash value of 

the cost share 

program to 

$14,153.62 

resulting in $11.07 

return for every 

dollar the ISDA put 

into this program. 

Funding remaining 

within the program 

at the conclusion of 

the year is used to 

purchase herbicide 

for use in the 

following year. In 

2013 private 

landowners 

inventoried 1,250.6 acres for noxious weeds, and treated 516.6 chemical acres of noxious weeds. 

This program is an extremely underutilized program by the public and an area of emphasis 

through our education department during the 2014 season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A spray day is an event sponsored by the CWMA and hosted by private citizens to encourage 

members from all agencies to come together and work with private landowners for the good of 

the community. These events are designed to target a specific noxious weed that is of concern to 

the CWMA; however private landowners are permitted to treat any noxious weed with the 

Herbicide Cost Share ($5,000.00 ISDA State Funding) 

Private in-kind $14,153.62 

 

Spray Days ($7,000.00 ISDA State Funding) 

Private in-kind $26,783.50 

Non-Fed in-kind $11,017.00 

Fed in-kind $5,060.00 
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$26,783.50 

$11,017.00 

$5,060.00 

$7,000.00 

2013 Spray Day In-Kind 
Values 

Private Non-Fed Fed ISDA

The graph above shows the amount of private, non-fed and federal in-kind created at each 

spray day event. We in-turn use this data to determine the success of each spray day and 

decide if the area warrants another event in subsequent years. As you can see, the Carmen 

Creek Fall spray day and Pahsimeroi spray day both had a very low turnout. Because of the 

low private participation these 2 areas will not have a spray day during the 2014 spray season  
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herbicide. The CWMA was involved in 9 community spray day events during the 2013 field 

season. A total of 578 postcards were sent to private landowners informing them of the events, in 

addition to newspaper and radio advertisements with an estimated 1500 public contacts. Between 

these three methods it is anticipated that the spray day events result in a total of 2,285 contacts. 

The spray days generated $26,783.50 of private in-kind value to our weed control efforts for a 

total of 955.02 chemical acres treated and over 2,000 acres inventoried. The total project cost for 

spray days is $50,033.00 of which ISDA funded $7,000.00 resulting in $7.15 being generated for 

every cost share dollar.  

 

 

The spray days are not only a terrific way to 

treat noxious weeds but it is probably our 

best form of tailgate education. Since we 

began this project many private landowners 

have purchased their  own sprayers for 

ATVôs, Tractors, Vehicles and backpacks. It 

also gives us a chance to teach them 

calibration, weed identification, reading the 

label, saftey and a plethora of additional 

information. 
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Equipment Loaner Program is designed to give private landowners the tools needed for herbicide 

application or habitat improvement. People can borrow ATV sprayers, back pack sprayers and 

seeders in order to complete any noxious weed treatments. This year we again charged $5.00 a 

night rent for sprayers and $50 for the ATV seeder in order to ensure that it is a self perpetuating 

program. The rental charge isnôt intended to make money but rather serve as a method for 

replacing or repairing equipment. Due to this we shouldnôt have to request funds to purchase 

more back pack or ATV sprayers down the road. This equipment was checked out for a total of 

20 days during the spray season, these records do not include our spray day events where they 

are available for use free of charge. In-kind from this project is not recorded because so many of 

the people utilizing the equipment also use the cost share program or spray day program, in 

addition to not collecting data for the hours of use.   

 

 

Measurable Outcomes from Priority 1  

Total acres treated (Herbicide) 1,471.62 

Total acres inventoried  3,250.6 

Total number of public contacts 2,285 

Total private in -kind cash  $140.00 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

PPrr iioorr ii ttyy  22  ((SSppeecciieess  ooff   CCoonncceerr nn  PPrr oojj eecctt))  
 

 This project compliments the spray day events by allowing members from the Lemhi CWMA to 

treat noxious weeds with high priority such as Houndstongue that were not treated during the actual 

spray day event. By completing this project we are able to treat the entire infestation and preventing 

seed set to re-infest previously treated locations. Typically our crews will begin treatment on private 

land and follow the infestation onto the BLM and then to the Forest Service in a combined group 

effort. Primary weeds that will be targeted are Rush Skeletonweed, Houndstongue, Puncturevine, 

Whitetop, Knotweed and Scotch thistle. In addition to these species which are on our new invader 

list we are constantly looking for additional weed species that could be moving into the county.  

Herbicide for species of Concern ($17,000.00 ISDA State Funding) 

Non-fed in-kind $20,000.00 

Seasonal Weed Technician for species of concern ($14,450.00 ISDA Federal Funding) 

Non-fed in-kind $20,000.00 

 

Equipment Loaner Program 
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This project resulted in a total of 55.089 chemical acres, with over 1120 acres inventoried occurring 

on private land alone because of this project.  There is also an estimated 100 acres that were 

mechanically treated on private property along a stream or river; this was done to be compliant with 

all Lemhi Counties EPA pesticide General Permit and our consultation with NMFS. 

 

As you can see by the bar graph the majority of our time was spent on Spotted knapweed, and Leafy 

spurge, this was due to the funding that was received from the USFS Salmon/Challis National forest 

Burned Area Emergency Rehab (BAER) project. In addition to these species in the graph we also 

spent time treating Canada thistle, Hoary alyssum, Perennial pepperweed, Field bindweed, Yellow 

toadflax, and Orange Hawkweed, however these hours were minimal. The graph below is data 

utilizing our total hours for each species, divided by the chemical acres and multiplied by the ISDA 

hourly wage of $23.00 an hour. This 

formula then delivers our exact cost 

per chemical acre for labor per 

species. This data proves to be very 

valuable in showing that the total 

chemical acres achieved on the 

ground arenôt necessarily the highest 

objective. For instance, Rush 

skeletonweed cost us $455.84 per 

chemical acre for labor. The reason 

for this was that we spent 103 hours 

treating 5.197 chemical acres of very 

remote hard to find Rush 

skeletonweed. In comparison 

Spotted knapweed cost us $96.35 a 

chemical acre for labor. On this 

example we spent 1014 hours 
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treating 242.05 chemical acres. Should we have decided to not treat Rush skeletonweed and use that 

time on Spotted knapweed we would have spent a total of 1117 hours which would have resulted in 

267 chemical acres, increasing our total chemical acres by 25 with this one example alone. The 

reason for computing these equations is to try and educate partners that chemical acres arenôt 

necessarily the most important data to collect. This may seem confusing but when comparing our 

weed species data we treated all of our Rush skeletonweed sites for 100% treatment. In comparison 

we have 61,027 acres of mapped and inventoried spotted knapweed resulting in 0.45% of our 

infested area treated.  Another aspect of these two graphs to note is the ñAll speciesò notation; this is 

chemical acres achieved through our chemical injection spray truck. It is very difficult to show the 

exact chemical acres and time for each species because one herbicide can be used on a multiple 

variety of species. 

 

 Houndstongue is continuing to be a major challenge for members of the Lemhi CWMA. It is 

very evident through our monitoring efforts that we are being effective in our herbicide application 

of this species. Probably the biggest challenge is that we are only spot treating each plant and 

therefore no residual left to control plants yet to germinate. However, it is a good sign that there isnôt 

enough bio-mass to solid spray an area. The primary frustration is associated with being able to 

move through an area that has been previously treated area much faster allowing for a larger 

inventory which has typically resulted in finding more of the species. Due to this, we have identified 

a location and placed paired monitoring plots in order to begin recording vegetation data should a 

biological control agent be approved for release. Until that time we will continue to treat any and all 

known Houndstongue West of Highway 93 North and anything South of North Fork, Idaho.  

  

 It is important to also not that with all of 

the data that is gathered during the field season 

either through treatments or inventory projects, is 

compiled into our database to better plan and 

facilitate weed treatments during the next field 

season. The way that the LCWMA has done this 

is by using Tracklogs obtained by using Garmin 

Rhino units. This Data is extremely useful in 

determining the acres inventories and ensuring 

that the entire area is treated to expectations.  In 

addition to having these tracklogs all of our 

applicator records are entered into an access 

database.  Each applicator record is assigned itôs 

own unique ID number. This number is then 

paired with the corresponding tracklog in a 

database on Arc Map. This gives us the ability to 

not only see where we have been but also have 

the ability to query the exact applicator 

record.(Pictured below) 
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Bio-Control  

$600 ISDA State Funding 

$400 ISDA Federal Funding 

Private in-kind $3,165.00 

Non-Federal in-kind $765.00 

 

 

Measurable Outcomes from Priority 2  

Total acres treated (Herbicide)  55.089 

Total acres inventoried   1120 

Total number of public contacts 300 

 

 

PPrr iioorr ii ttyy  33  BBiioo--CCoonnttrr ooll   

  
The Lemhi CWMA is once again striving to 

diversify the way that noxious weeds are 

controlled in Lemhi County.  Currently we have 

large amounts of Urophora species well-

distributed throughout the county, moderate 

numbers of Larinus minutus (which are spreading well on their own) and the occasional 

Metzneria paucipunctella all working with us against spotted knapweed. Due to this project 

being funded a total of 3,100 Cyphocleonus achates 

were collected by youth under the age of 16 from our 

Trail Gulch insectary. The majority of these 

collected were then distributed by 

Joey Milan into areas that needed 

releases.  

For the collection this year we had a 

total of 15 youth and12 adults (4 

private landowners) participating 

from Lemhi County. Even though 

we had a smaller group this year due 

to an unforeseen scholastic event the 

kids averaged 182 Cypho ($45) 

each.   
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Measurable Outcomes from Priority 3   

Total Cyphocleonus collected  3100 

Total number of public contacts  300 

Total number of Acres   115 

 

 

PPrr iioorr ii ttyy  44  ((NNooxxiioouuss  WWeeeedd  TTrr eeaattmmeenntt   wwii tthh  NNPPDDEESS))  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This past year all county weed control programs have been required to file a notice of intent 

under the EPAôs general pesticide permit when applying to waters of the United States. A requirement 

for this permit is the end of year report which requires the total linear feet of treatment below the high 

water mark. Through a combined effort with other CWMAôs in Region 6 we would like to purchase GPS 

units which record the exact location of our herbicide output in order to be transparent with our 

applications. In addition to calculating the exact linear footage of herbicide output to waters of the US, 

the unit will map the weed species we are treating. This technology will improve our mapping programs 

and give us more accurate data of where the weed infestations are located.  

Accurate mapping is extremely important requirement for the NPDES report. To facilitate 

this, the LCWMA has purchased and installed a Sniper Dan data recorder on both our UTV and Spray 

Truck.  . We are now able to take exaggerated weed infestation polygons and visit them and accurately 

map while treating to get better accuracy. The example below is a prime example: 

 

 Noxious Weed Treatment with NPDES 

 ($2,225.00 ISDA Federal Funding) 

Non-Federal in-kind $3,298.76 

Private in-kind $10,000.00 


